OTHER FORMS OF SERVITUDE
IN the first part of this book I have dealt with slavery
as an out-and-out property-owning institution. But
a study of the world's labour situation as it obtains
to-day must leave us all aghast at the number of
labour systems in existence which border upon crude
slave-owning, many of them involving forms of
oppression and cruelty hardly less terrible than
those of actual slave-owning and slave-hunting. The
euphemistic terms which are employed to cloak
these systems are chiefly these: Peonage, Con-
tract Labour, Forced Labour and Pawning. To
these has been added, quite recently, contracted
labour for children of such tender years that they
cannot have any clear understanding of what is
meant by the labour contract under which they
are bound. In none of these systems, so far as I
can gather, is any claim made of a property right to
the labourer. To most of them, however, attaches
the stigma of servitude. Our knowledge of pawn-
ing is so meagre at present, that I propose to limit
myself to the three systems of Peonage, Contract
Labour and Forced Labour.
Undo: the guise of Peonage, cruelties and atrocities
have been committed in modern times, for which it
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